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Copying German policy rarely led to 
grassroots support
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Conservatives were always on board
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Conservatives were always on board
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Screenshot from the 2013 documentary
“Welcome to the Energiewende”
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Your German word of the day: 
Heimat
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First German community wind farm, late 1980s
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German wind coop, around 1990

- local cooperative bank provided loan needed 
in Lübke Koog;

- locals came up with 2.3 million in equity, 
roughly 70,000 per person;

- farmers owned property that could be 
mortgaged;

- “We didn’t know what to wear when you sign 
a 16 million deutsche mark contract.”
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German citizens told utilities to participate or
get out of the way and let them through
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By 2013, around ¾ of German 
pig and bird farms made their own energy
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Citizens want to save the community first,
the planet second

Expert reasons for energy transition:

1) Climate change
2) Future jobs
3) Energy security

Rating 1-5 of reasons why
citizens join energy co-ops:

1) Support transition 4.5
2) Conservation 4.5
3) Participation 4.5
4) Local added value 4.2
5) Community member 3.4
6) Personal profit 2.6
7) Energy security 2.6
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100% renewable regions

City of Frankfurt!
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